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MUST BOOKS. 
November 9 
Marquand, John P, REPENT IN HASTE Little, Brown 


$1.50 
; A special item - not in Marquand's usual vein of adroit social comedy nor 
up to the standard he has set himself. However, on his name the book will sell, slight 
as it is. The subject matter is one that is everywhere evident today - what is hap- 
pening - what will happen - to the haphazard war marriages, based on rootlessness and 
emotional upheaval and homesickness. This story is told by a newspaper correspondent 
to whom has been given the unwelcome task of looking up a young flier's parents in 
East Orange and the wife he brought home to them and the baby he had never seen. What 
Briggs finds - and rather cynically the way in which it ties in with the none too 
glamourous backgrounds of the majority of our heroes - makes the center of the story. 
Briggs has to take back to Boysie the news that it's another case of. marriage in haste 
- with the ending this time "repent in haste" rather than leisure. Just another off- 
again, on again affair. The publishers have given the book a jacket that strikes a 
cheap note, perhaps unintended. 


\ 


January < 


Waugh, Evelyn BRIDESHEAD REVISITED Little, Brown 
$<. 50 
* We reported this in August when the book was scheduled for Fall publica- 


tion. Then - with Book of the Month reserve selection, publication of all but the 
limited was postponed until the above date. The report follows - and the chances for 
wide popularity are enhanced by the book club endorsement. "Here's perhaps the first 
chance we have had to make Waugh an item for bié sales. Contradictory as it may sound, 
this may well be the most popular book Waugh has written and at the same time the most 
serious. There is none of the intense if sterile brilliance of his earlier books - 
their world of sybaritic pleasures and empty lives. Here, if unobtrusively, is the 


- corrective of faith - Waugh, as did Huxley, has turned from nihilism to belief - in 


this case that of the Catholic Church. This is the story of the rich, the beautiful 
and the damned Marchmains, as told by Charles Ryder who revisited their home, Brides- 
head, in the war years. Here was his first introduction to the Marchmains when at° 
Oxford with Sebastian, the second son, Sebastian who was eccentric, exquisite,. ap- 
pealing, who drank to escape bondage to his mother, the pious, ascetic Lady Marchmain, 
who drove her husband from her in much the same way. Sebastian was never to lose the 
need for alcoholic excess, but his Catholic conscience, implanted in the nursery, re- 
appeared at intervals during his last, lost years in Morocco. This is also the story 
of Julia, his sister, Julia who defied the Church and married vulgar, borbustic,” 
monted, divorced Rex Mottram, and then ten years later met Ryder again and fell in 
love with him. When each secured divorce, she refused to marry him because of the 
shadow of papal disapproval. Such is the outline of the story. The details, parti- 
cularly 4n the Oxford years of Sebastian and Ryder, have much of the graceful, astrine 


‘Gent satire one associates with Waugh; the latter half, with the disintegration of 
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Sebastian, the abnegation of Julia, is saddening even though Waugh does not wholly 
convince one with the validity of the Catholic viewpoint. And not to be forgotten, 
there is the fascination of the fluent facility of Waugh's prose, shaped by a practised 
observation.and a civilized intellect. ... This for your sophisticated readers. -- 


B.O.M. for January. 
January 3 


Du Maurier, Daphne THE KING'S GENERAL Doubleday, Doran 
. $2.75 
wns I liked this better than any novel Daphne Du Maurier has done - yes, 


I 
think even better than Rebecca though it is not likely to be as widely popular. Fas- 
cinating historical romance, set in the period of England's Civil Wars, when Charles 
was still stubbornly standing out against rarliament, and a group of loyal followers 
attempted to make an army out of constantly evaporating forces, held together too often 
by promise of loot rather than of pay. Ome leader alone stood against this principle - 
Richard Grenville, grandson of that Richard known through literature in Tennyson's 
Revenge and in Westward Ho. This Richard was "the King's General", beloved by those 
Closest to him, hated by his subordinate and associated officers, brilliant strategist, 


dissipated, arrogant, ruthless - feared and loathed and worshipped by friend and foe 
alike. This is his love story, told by the one person who saw his tender side, Honor 
Harris, who would have married him if an accident on the very verge of marriage had 


not made her a life-long cripple, whose pride betrayed their love. Running counter to 
their romance was the story of Richard's sister, Gartred, whose selfish desire for self 
betterment had wrecked the lives of two of Honor's brothers. And lastly, it is the 
story of Richard and Honor and his one legitimate son, Dick, who feared his father, 

and paid with his life. It is a story full of color and adventure and a richly de- 
tailed background of period - as Civil War sweeps across Cornwall and Devon. The style 
at first seems somewhat mannered —- but one soon forgets that, it is so surely the medium 
in which the strange tale should be told. ... News has just come that this is to be the 


Literary Guild selection for January. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
November <¢9 


Seaver, Edwin = Ed. CROSS SECTION L.B. Fischer 
$3.50 
Volume two of an annual - a collection of new American writing which 
promises to take its place as an indicator of new talent, of names to watch. The book 
left me disturbed: - convinced that there were unplumbed riches of talent to which the 
general public has little access, puzzled at the unrelieved sombreness, the bitter, 
cynical, disillusioned tone-for surely there must be some field of experimental writ- 
ing, even in these days, that has more lightness, more humor, more relief, other than 
the wry and grim and distorted nightmare quality some of this writing evinced. A 
majority of the stories have a contemporary background; almost none of them are secozd 
rate or negligible - the collection as a whole shows an assiduous discernment that is 
noteworthy. The war as is to be expected is woven into the fibre: - the way men feel 
at the front, about home, about discharges, abuut furloughs - all done through dis- 
illus ioned eyed, devoid of any vestige of sentiment, hard, often brittle, but often 
too torn out of human hearts and souls. One can see why these stories were rejected. 
Race problems — particularly the Negro problem (I think the story of the two Negro: 
soldiers trying to get a place ona bus for a Christmas furlough is the story that - 
for me - cut deepest of the lot. Read it for yourself, -— Christmas. Furlough, by 
James Light.); flashes of life going on; a few refugee pieces; and one dream fantasy, . 
nightmare quality as lost souls ona bus going nowhere are driven by a driver with 
three masks through wrecked Berlin .... The ehief contribution a book of this sort 
makes is in giving a chance to writers to do that sort of experimenting that is the 
life of literature in its growing. The prose was, for me, far better than the poetry. 
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Richard Wright's Chicago material - deleted at the last moment from Black Boy, is 
included, and to those who felt Black Poy needed a foil of contrasting experience, 
here it is. 


December 3 


Becker, Belle & BEDSIDE BOOK OF FAMOUS FRENCH STORIES Random House 
Linscott, Robert N.-E£ds. $3.00 


Compiled for entertainment rather than edification, this provides full 
reader value in a collection of stories at once classic:1 and popular, and of perma- 
nent appeal. The selection, while familiar, is reliable, and includes examples ofthe 
traditional Halzac, George Sand, de Musset, Flaubert, Daudet, Zola, de Maupassant and 
Anatole France. Of more recent years and experiences, there are. .some_significant 
writings by Duhamel, Joseph Kessel, Malraux, Saint-Exupery, and Jean-Faul Sartre. 
There's substantial story merit here - as well as so-styled cultural appeal. This - 
with the added impetus of Literary Guild December selection, should catch a big 
Christmas gift sale. 

January 7 / 


de Sherbinin, Betty THE CHALLENGED LAND Morrow 
v s<.90 

An oblique, somewhat symbolic profile of the overthrow of democracy, when 
a small South American country is taken over by a military government which puts an 
end to any free action. Heading a popular movement, in resistance to the new govern- 
ment, are Artago, an aging Professor, =milia, his daughter, and Eduardo Castells - her 
husband ~ who becomes the leader. Staging a Day of Silence in protest, this brings 
personal tragedy as Artaga is arrested, one of their youths killed, and Hmilia loses 
the baby she had wanted for many years. It also brings no defined success for the 
insurgents - but Eduardo carries on - finding in the ultimate ideal sufficient sub- 
stantiation for this loss. Anonymous in setting, allegorical in mood, this is less 
popularly inclined than her first novels (Bindweed, By fread Alone, etc.), perhaps 
too shadowed for a wide market. 


January 10 


Bellah, James Warner WARD TWENTY Doubleday, Doran 
oa e OU 
Originally scheduled for Spring publication under the Appleton imprint, 
this book - for rather personal reasons ~ was dropped from that list, and taken over 
by Doubleday, where the editors felt it had something important to say. We agree - 
though the thin skinned won't be able to take it, and public libraries will have to 
be careful. Hard-hitting, unsparing, this is realistic fictionalization of the 
problem of the returning wounded, in an unvarnished, unsentimentalized account of the 
mutilated veterans undergoing surgery, therapy, in Ward 20. Where they came from - 
how they came to be in the hospital - a cross section of all types and backgrounds, 
personalities and attitudes, of those who learn and of those who refuse to learn, how 
to meet the world they must now live in, armless, blind, maimed, sometimes mentally 
as well as bodily. There are the doctors, the nurses, the visitors, wanted and un- 
wanted, respected or the reverse. There is the careful official avoidance of recog- 
nizing the ways in which the men solve their own sex problems. There are attempts 
to save the lives of those who are compelled to face defeat. There are the efforts 
at adjustment, -cheerful, grim, despairing. It is not an easy book to read. Neither 
is theirs an easy life to live. But — be that as it may - booksellers and librarians 
are daily facing the problem of a large percentage of readers who don't want war books 
- who don't want unpleasantness. A vast number of people are going to have to live 
with the aftermath of war; this is a book that might help other people realize what 
it means in human terms. 


Shulman, Max THs ZEBRA DERBY Doubleday, Doren 
Author of Barefoot Boy With Cheek and The Feather Herchants with another 
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zany surrealist satire, the zebra derby run by the veterans back home from the wars 
with wild post-atomic dreams of world peace, choice cuts of beef, universal plumbing 
facilities. Asa Hearthrug returns to Minnesota and Lodestone LaToole, still waiting 
on the knoll, who promptly sends him off to take his place in the brave, new, plastic, 
jet-propelled world. _.He is fleeced by the proverbial city shyster overflowing with 

mad post-war plans. Penniless, he is saved temporarily for the "new order" by Yetta 
Samovar, the pathological campus radical of the earlier book. Naivete and money spent, 
Asa returns to Lodestone and the farm. An earthy, digressive farce ... horsy and 

loud, but lacking in the zip and originality of the other two books. 


January 2 | 7 


Weiskopf, F. C. TWILIGHT ON THE DANUBE Knopf 
“ $3.00 


A penetrating portrait of the old order in Austria of the years 1913-14 - 
social, political, family_history of the patrician Reithers, newspaper owners and _ 
influential residents of Prague. The author's earlier books (The Dawn Breaks - DspP 
1941, and The Firing Squad - Knopf 1944) dealt with a later period. This goes back 
to the cumulative steps leading to the last war, the Balkan troubles, uncertain peace, 
international cross purposes, the crumbling of Empire within and without. As the 
descent into the maelstrom quickens, the Reithers are subtly delineated: ~ Alexander, 
head of the clan, sensing change and unrest, but more pertinently concerned with his 
present love; Caroline, unbending snob; the granddaughters, Wally, who pursyes sex as 
determinedly as her cousin, Adrienne, pursues the teachings of a young group of 
socialists; Poldi, the nephew, to whom cooking is of more importance than a military 
career; his unworldly son Max and his escapist wife; his colorless daughter, Ottilie 
and her hypocritical husband ... They progress in their little worlds as footnotes 
against the incidents and events that unfold the inevitability of war, and in their 
diverse ways express the diverse attitudes and expressions of their country. A per- 
ceptive book, but not widely popular. 

i. 
ke, | yp pL DO" 


James, Selwyn MAN OF BRITTANY ‘(4% )prui4o \ Simon & Schuster 
sag " $z. 75 
A male, brawny novel of occupation and resistance, in the story of Louis 


Travadel, Breton, typical of his country in his pride and independente, strong ties 
and strong hatreds. A man of instinctive action rather than thought, Louis kills the 


German officer who-is quartered with them when he insults his young daughter, Anic, 
and is promptly forced into flight to the marshes while his wife and daughter are 
taken to prison. He kills again - this time the patrol of five Germans sent after 
him - and-continues to kill, aided by Jacques, orphaned boy of lz, who follows hin. 
The village, under a collaborationist mayor, suffers some reprisals - greater threats 
~ but Louis refuses to give himself up, joins the Underground, and at the close, helps 
in the rescue of his wife during which his daughter is killed. A familiar enough 
pattern, not helped by the telling which is heavy with gallic idiom, explosive exple- 
tive, and a rather obvious virility. 





THREE LATE ARRIVALS (Practécally Published) 


Stifter, Adalbert ; ROCK CRYSTAL Pantheon 
$2.75 
Written 100 years ago by an Austrian noted as a stylist, this is a gentle, 
graceful story of olden times and eternal powers, of an isolated mountain village and 
the shoemaker's children, Sanna and Conrad, who lose their way .on Christmas Eve cross- 
ing the mountain range, and who ~- with divine guidance - cross the glaciers and 
crevasses to arrive home safely. The translation by Elizabeth Mayer and the Boet, 
Marianne Moore,.the decorative pictures by Josef Scharl, combine to match the deli- 
cacy of the tale. In spirit - as well as format - a Christmas gift boOk primarily. 
Boxed. 
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Self, Margaret Cabell- Fd. A TREASURY OF HORSE STORIES Barnes 
$3.75 

A good collection of stories, poems, pieces about horses, that should be 
not only a good gift item for the Christmas sales, but a steady seller for the variety 
of its inclusions. Hach selection has a prefatory note as to the reasons why it was 
chosen, and there is no repetition nor lack of balance in the gathering of old, famous, 
classic pieces and new tales from new writers. The authors are old standbyes in equine 
lore, - Surtees, Somerville and Ross, Gordon Grand, Will James, David Gray, Kipling, 
Lew Wallace; there are chapters from Isabel Rorick, Jessamyn West, John Steinbeck, 
Felix Salten, Dickens, Thackeray, Galsworthy, Hawthorne, Irving, poems from Chesterton, 
William Rose Benet, Shakespeare, Masefield, Yeats, Browning, Longfellow, Cowper, Frost 
and others. Double-column format keeps this from being overbulky, and a food type 
face keeps the pages open and pleasant reading. Good merchandise. Plus buy for teen 
agers. (11/14) 


Greig, Maysie RELUCTANT MILLIONAIR Random House 
$z.00 
Four-way romantic play and more than double trouble when serious minded 
Simon Bruce inherits several millions, drops his housewifely Prue, and falls in love 
with sybaritic Roenna, whose father is a card crook and whose eye is on Simon's new 
money. rue, protectively eases into action against Roenna, but ends by realizing 
that Roenna really loves Simon - while Frue is more than happy to settle for Rafe 
Garvin, formerly in love with Roenna. just another Puss-in-the-Corner pattern, which 
even the British war background fails to make of any importance. Sheer rental drip. 


EXITS AND OBITS 


Published 


Derleth, August IN RE: SHERLOCK HOLMES Mycroft & Moran 
(Arkham House, Sauk City, Wisc.) 
$z.50 
A special item for a specia] audience - the incurable Sherlock Holmes 
coterie - these dozen stories of Solar Pons, which are confessedly a direct imitation 
of the Master. The same period, similar locales, types of crimes, solutions, - these 


embody the author's devotion to Doyle - and provide an entertaining impersonation in 
the accepted tradition. d 


January 7 


Halleran, Eb. #. SHADCh OF THE BADLANDS Macrae Smith 
$z.00 

How Bot Glenn, returning to his arizona home valley, meets local incivil- 
ity and an organized ouster in connection with a oil boom. which will ruin the cattle 
range. Putting up a one-man fight adainst the oil men, Glenn witnesses and clears 
himself of a killing, is attracted by - but does not confide in - June Renfield whose 
father's conduct is dubious, and eventually clears the valley of foul play and gets 
the girl. Good gunning for a more patterned yarn than his previous two. 


Field, Peter POWDER VALLEY SHOWDOWN y Morrow (Jefferson House) 
V $2.00 
Sheriff Pat Stevens, Sam Sloan and zzra embroiled in an inheritance case 
which develops new angles as two murders follow the attempts of a young girl to claim 
her property. Pat upholds his office in an efficient investigation and reveals crimi- 
nal masquerading and treachery. Popular pattern. 
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Howie, Edith NO FACE TO MURDER Morrow (M.S. Mill) 
Y 2.00 
Secular setting for ungodly deeds as a small town church is the reposi- 
tory of two corpses, that of its janitor and Carol Tolliver, young, pretty, and dis- 
rupting force in the community. professional investigation by Ran Garrison, with the 
sideline support of Tess, his girl, uncovers carefully concealed family wetwash and 
leads to the eventual solution. Local trim for a somewhat girlish enterprise. 


Huggins, Roy THE DOUBLE TAKE VA Morrow 
$2.00 
California crime centered again, as private eye, Bailey, is called on to 
trace the background of a client's wife and trails down doublecrosses, two murders, 
and a full quota of false leads. He fets a tough workout in the old knockout school, 
in tangling with boys that want to play rough - and for keeps, is hampered by three 
Glamour girls, and keeps the police ignorant until he needs them for the payoff. A 
smartspoken toughie, almost too complicated. 


January 11 


Lawrence, Hilda THE FAVILION Simon & Schuster 
$z.00 
* A gothic tale, somnolent and sombre, of a family marked by tragedy and now 


united for the funeral of its head, Hurst Herald, whose last days had been obsessed 
by doubt and suspicion. Regan, just 22, and Fray, Hurst's much younger brother, alone 
are concerned by Hurstés death, together - in a household of the old, eccentric, 
querulous and simpleminded, recapitulate memories which may throw light on past acci- 
dents which no longer seem accidental, and eventually find the answer. Excellence 
here in character and atmos phere detail, in indirect, retrospective narration, in 
cumulative suspense, make this’a top performance in the genre. 

2| 


January #? 


“D Coward —-McCann 
$2.00 

SEF serial, already sold to Warner Brothers, of an odorous villian coming 
to an oderous end. Suspecting that his fiancee was murdered by crime connoisseur, 
radio favorite Grandy, - Francis, with the help of his young aunt Jane, - poses as 
yl, recently drowned. Tyl however proves very much 
is and blindly champion her guardian. Grandy is forced 
rancis. Tyl wakes up, insists on finding Francis, 


rrd 
es 


Armstrong, Charlotte THE UNSUSFECT 


the husband of Grandy's ward, T 
alive, returns to suspect Franc 
into another killing, kidnaps F 
trails him to a garbage dump where Grandy overplays his hand and Tyl saves Francis. 
Lady in the dark of double bafflemant - but reader on the inside - makes this well 


tricked triple play. 


Henderson, Donald A VOICE LIXE VELVET 7 | Random House 
$2.00 
An entertaining idea, with an amusing picture of English radio and red 
tape as a background, for the story of Ernest Bisham, popular radio announcer whose 
avocation and compensation is cat burglary. As announcer he meets many who own 
famous gems - and his fame and charm provide him with necessary information to acquire 
those jewels. Realizing that because of his position he must soon forego his secret 
pleasure, he takes three last challenges which bring the police on his trail, end his 
hidden career, but do not ruin his public career - and which, though never disclosed 
to his wife, cement his marriage. Author of Yr. Bowling Buys A Newspaper, again com- 
bines a psychopathic study with effective hare and hounds adventure. 
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Announcing 


THE BOSTONIANS: A Novel Dial 


James, Henry 
. $3.00 
One of the least known of James' novels - and yet the only one that is 
uniformly American, Boston rejected it as a satire unflattering to their ego; in those 
days apparently Boston banning could brenk - not make - a book. Perhaps the American 


literary taste of the period could not relish the astringent quality of the book, the 
irony and the criticism of the American way of life. Today it reads as one of his 
most modern books, well worth this re-introduction, in a year.when James appears to 
be again coming into his own. Introduction by Fhilip Rahv. (Publ.) 


Garden City Press & Grosset & Dunlap 


Both report that the rest of the year_will be given to replenishing stock, 
rather than printing additional reprint titles. Grosset's Jllustrated Junior Library 
titles were reported in the juvenile section last time - see P. 470. 


Pocketbooks - Each $.z5 


for. November for December. 
Haycox, Ernest -—- Tnk BORDER TRUMPET Allingham, Margery - FASHION IN SHROUDS 
Benson, Sally - JUNIOR WIbss Untermeyer, Louis - THE FUOCKET BOOK OF 
Christie, Agatha- RHE MURDER OF ROGER ACKROYD Ed. & Intro. by STORY POPRMS 
Berkely, Anthony—- TRIAL AND BREOR Commager, H. S. - THE FOCKET HISTORY 


OF WORLD WAR II 


MacDonald, Philip WARRANT FOR X 


See P. 445. This list corrects November announcements. 


World Books - for October 
Tower, Books. - $.49 


Stevens, Edmund - RUSSIA IS NO RIDDLE .$1.49 Jaynes, Clare - THESE ARE THE TIMES 
James, Will ~ ALL IN THE DAY'S RIDING 1.49 Gardner, E.S.- -=- THE CASE OF THE 
Taylor, Richard - THE BETTER TAYLORS 1.49 LUCKY LEGS : 
Burnett, Whit -#d.THIS IS MY BEST 2.49 Sloane, Wm. - THE EDGS OF RUNNING 
Hoff, Sydney - FEELING NO FAIN 1.49 WATER 


A KOUSE DIVIDED 


Buck, Pearl §. 


3 Juveniles 
Forum Pooks. - $1.00. 


BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES: 1944 


PARADE OF FAIRY TALES $1.29 Pollock, Louis —- STORK BITES MAN 
TEN LITTLE PETS COME HOME 1.00 & Rose, Carl (Original publication) 
THE FOUR IN ONE BOOK 1.00 Raine, N. KR. - CAPTAIN KIDD 


(Motion Picture edition) 
Fast, Howard - FREEDOM ROAD 


for November 
Tower Boots - 3.49 
THE CRITICS' PRIZE PLAYS $1.49 Winslow, Thyra Samter -.WINDOW PANES - 


(Original World publication) Dickson, Carter ~ SEEING IS. BELIEVING 
Raper, John W. - WHAT THIS WORLD NEEDS 2.00 Lauferty, Lilian- THE HUNGRY HOUSE 
Van Dine, S. S. - THE SCARAB MURDER 


Forum Looks. - $1.00 CASE 
Wendt, Dr. Gerald « - THE ATOMIC AGE OFENS Jennings, John ~ GENTLEMAN RANKER 
Geddes, Donald Porter 
Dawson, Cleo - SHE CAME TO THE VALLEY Holland, Marty - FALLEN ANGEL 
Hobson, Laura Z. - - THE TRESFASSERS Baldwin, Faith - THE SECOND ROMANCE 


No World Book Publications for December 
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January-97 2 





Goodman, Jack - £d. WHILE YOU WERE GONE Simon & Schuster 
A Report on Wartime Life in the United States $3. 50 

* The potential market for this book is much greater than that indicated by 

the title - the veteran who wants to bring himself abreast of what has happened in his 


absence. AS proved by the success of such books as Allen's Only Yesterday people like 
to read about things half remembered in the form of a sort of analyzed recall. Not 
everyone will want to read all of this fascinating symposium:- How We Thought and 
Behaved; How We Were Governed; Our Jobs.and i/ow We Did Them; What We Saw, Read and 
Heard; How We Prepared for Tomorrow - such are the main subheads. And under them 
authorities such as Donald Nelson, writing on industry, Russell Lord, on agriculture, 
Carey MeWilliams on racial minorities, Dan Parker on sports, Norman Corwin on radio, 
Wolcott Gibbs on theatre, and many others ¢ive an effective panorama of what *appened. 
I found Thomas Stokes particularly interesting in writing of Congress; Allan Nevins 
on how we felt about the war, Anna Wolf on the younger people. I could have wished 
Joseph Bell had been more constructively critical in his chapter on postwar world 
planning, and R. J. Thomas somewhat more aggressive in discussion of labor. McWilliams 
- conspicuously - painted no rose colored picture. Many of the others - while very 
good reading - put best foot foremost, through precesses of omission rather than com- 
mission, perhaps. Outstanding, for its inspirational quality, is Jonathan Daniels 
chapter on Franklin D. Roosevelt, which will of course find a dissenting voice in 
anti-New Deal ranks. There is some humor - though there could well have been more 
(even Thurber goes a trifle solemn at times). But all in all, this should prove 
heartening and clarifying to the veterans who, almost without exception, confess to 
a sense of confusion about what happened over here. A challenge to all - as citizens 
oe - to be more aware of the fate that lies in their hands, is a vital aspect of the book. 
And a useful appendix - How Your. Congressman Voted - should help bridge some political 


and social gaps to which most citizens are only too liable. 
Special Note on These Titles. 


The authors. of SABOTAGE with another, inflammatory book 1n THE GREAT CONSPIRACY (Little, 
Brown); an interesting and informative book, I SAK THE NEW POLAND by Anna Loutse 

Strong (Little, Brown); a delightful biography, THE TROLLOPES by the Stebbins (Colum- 
bia). See below for. reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-f1rctiro0n 
November 15 


THE B.O.W.S. Harcourt, Brace 
, $<. 50 
Gay to grim account of the overseas tour of The Barretts of Wimpole Street 
“the family" shook down into the unpredictable events that greeted them en route, 
from Casserta to Rome to Marseilles, Paris, London - and a dozen and more places be - 
tween. Of their personal affairs there is the romance of young Betty Brewer and Lt. 
ester and their marriage; the award from General Mark Clark; lunch with General 
iiraud preparations for Christmas; tours of hospitals, rest homes, special perfor- 
mances for boys with three houns' leave from foxholes; Cornell's calm belief in the 
play and Aherne's catustic comments; the audiences, the boys and their response. There's 
& the breakdown and build up of company morale; their sincere pride in the wholehearted 
reception of The Barrets by the GIs ... despite warnings to the contrary. A bright, 
amusing chronicle, not just another "I Was There" but a sidelight on the art and power 


iillmore, Margalo & Collinge, patricia 


of good theatre. 








a NE 








| 
| 








©@ 





November 1, 1945 Non-fiction ~- 483 - 


Novenber—te 97. To. 


Dean, Vera Micheles THE FOUR CORNERSTONES OF FEACE Whittlesey House 
$2.50 

Anyone who has heard Mrs. Dean on the lecture platform will welcome the 
news that she has prepared this primer of international affairs and contributed her 
own clarity of understanding and commentary. Addressed to the citizen, this is a. 
view of the peace conference of the past year - the mechanics of peace which are 
powerless, ineffectual, unless supported by an informed, responsible public opinion. 
Dunbarton Oaks - its ten key points, and a comparison with the League of Nations 
Covenant, the issues of sovereignty, world federation, security; the Yalta Conference, 
- peace for Germany, the government of Poland,the voting formula; the Mexico City 
conference, the question of argentina, the Act of Chapultepec, a United America in the 
United Nations. The San Francisco conference as a liberalization of Dunbarton Oaks, 
three votes for Russia, the veto power, the trusteeship system. The Berlin confer- 
ence and the Potsdam Declaration. Peace with Japan and our coming problems in Asia. 
Factual, informative, elementary - one could wish for more contribution on the part 
of Mrs. Dean by way of analysis and enlargement. But it should be a useful. handbook, 
keyed to perhaps a more acute intellectual market than the Arne book - see P. 353. 


November gz 


Jaffe, Philip NEW FRONTIERS IN ASIA Knopf 
Y $3.00 
An informed and liberal view of our new economic frontiers, - India, China, 


Japan ~ and their imperative need for democracy, self-government, a raised standard 

of living. These backward nations must be developed as consumer markets for the in- 
dustrial nations - if the United States is to find a market for its industrial poten- 
tial - such is his theme. Discrediting the Cripps' mission and the White Paper, Jaffe 
asserts that India must be given independence, and condemns Britain's strang lehold 
short-sighted and restrictive. Similarly, he suggests that Chiang's government in 
China does not promote a rise in the standard of living, and if Japan is to emerge a 
trustworthy nation, she must be given opportunities for economic progress. Contro- 
versial - realistic - signifieant. And Jaffe's involvement in the famous supposed spy 
ring case of not too distant date has given the book some additional publicity! 


November 26 


Ostrow, Albert THE COMPLETE CARD PLAYER Whittlesey House 
$3.75 

A tremendous compendium on cards - games of every conceivable kind, from 
the variants of familiar games such as rummy and bridge, to children's card games, 
solitaire, poker, and such - to many ~ unfamiliar games as sheepshead, skat, etc. Old- 
fashioned games and new. How to play - rules - points of procedure. The broad 
classification’ are alphabetical; within each classifications there are different 
kinds of games related directly and indirectly to the main classification. Intro- 
dauctory chapters give some ‘historical background, legends behind cards, language of 
cards, explanation as to how the book should be used for information, for reference, 
and basic rules of card procedure .,. An essential book for club libraries, public 
libraries, and institutions where cards are played. 


December 10 


Burke, Kenneth A GRAMMAR OF MOTIVES Prentice-Hall 
$5.00 

A psycho-socio-philosophical etymology which arrives at the conclusion 

that language is subjective. Burke superimposes on his analysis his own system of 

thought dramatism which has es a generating principle, the concepts of act, scene, 

agency, purpose. Section two considers seven primary philosophies, and their out- 
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standing proponents (hobbes, Spinoz2, Darwin, Marx, Santayana, Hume, Kant, etc.) fall 
under his scrutiny, somewhat superficially. Illustrating his theory are passages 

from Ibsen, Shakespeare, the Lake poets, O'Neill, Dostoevsky - reflections of a supe- | 
rior literary judgment. A thoughtful, perceptive consideration of motives behind 
human language, acts, institutiens --- at times too intent on propounding a thesis. \ 
Stimulating mental cal tsthenies for the dilettante. Limited market. 


} 


January-3 2/ 7 
Sayers, Michael & Kahn, Albert E. THE GREAT CONSFIRACY Little, Brown 
$3.50 
* The authors of The Plot Against the Peace (see P. 178 - this year) and 


the widely publicized Sabotage (l1vw4e) - with a more serious book than any they have 
done, ina history of the counter-espionage directed against our ally, Soviet Russia. 
Once again it has the flavor of an expose - though not, perhaps, as sensational as the 
first book. There's a feeling of being on the inside track - sharing confidential 
information, but it is closely documented, and exciting reading. The period covered 
is from 1919 to the present:- continued intrigues of British agents, a secret plot to 
Russia; the restoration movement, the post-first World War occupation by the 
Allies; Trotsky and conspiracy, affiliation with the German High Command; the Moscow 
Trials and what was behind them; the whole pattern of anti-Soviet rifth Column activi- 
- names and records of agents exposed. Lots of human inter- 
est, some near-slander expose, often emotional, unashamedly pre-Soviet-—challenging and 
revealing reading .... Winchell has frequently endorsed work by this team. If he does 
it again - the book will take the hurdle of the present disinclination to read along 


these lines, and it will crash through to bid sales. Watch. 


dissect 


ties.in Europe and America 


Strong, Anna Louise I SAW THE NEW FOLAND Little, Brown 
$2.90 
* This is the first closeup of poland after liberation that I have read and 


famous foreign correspondent, who has written chiefly 


I found it an eye-opener. Th 
] spot at Praga before Warsaw, shared the dangers, 


(=) 
of Soviet Russia, was actually on the 
the disillusionment when the Bor uprising broke so badly timed, so tragically failing 
through its political aspects. This is an eyewitness record of Poland emerging from 


the ruins; of the Committee of National Liberation feeling its way to rebuilding their 
nation, to establishing the foundations of democracy. She lived with the people; she 
talked to high and low; she draws vivid pan portraits for her readers of the leaders 


of the Committee, of the army, of the economy. She visited villages where the prob- 
lems of land reform were being tackled. She sawthe gropings towards reestallishing 
new schools, universities ~ almost without books - a miracle of survival. She gives 
a picture of how Poland lived - through occupation and after. Her well-known pro- 
Soviet bias may prejudice some readers who will feel that_this colors her story. But 
her facts are convincingly marshalled and one feels that Poland is no tool of any 


country, but that it is a people's regime. 





January/4 , 
Viking 


Dorfman, Jose ph THE ECONOMIC MIND IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ; 
*y - J 
2 vols. $7.50 v 


this definitve monumental work on our 


Scholarly circles will welcome 
Dorfman — authority 


national history as s@en through the patternof economic thought. 
on Veblen, professor of economics at Columbia, - in this work makes one feel the | 
continuity of such problems as wages, labor organizations, protective tariff vs. free | @ 
trade, foreign commerce as opposed to domestic, and so on, as he traces their origins, | 
first in our colonial inheritance from the mother land, then in the struggle between 

federal government and states. America had inherited the reign of Order - had ac- 

cepted as inevitable the relation of inferior and superior, the pattern of the English 

upper class. It took almost a century - and a Civil War - before the economic 
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foundations became no longer foreign commerce but domestic, and the scheme of the 
hierarchical order went into eclipse. Subsequent studies may demand another reasses- 
sment of values and roots; but this seems to weigh and balance the conflicts, the 
changes in public opinion, and to arrive at tasic values. To me the most interesting 
aspect of the book - and I think it will be true of most laymen ~ is the new focus 

on personalities, - Franklin as economist, Woolman, Guaker humanitarian, Jefferson, 
Jackson, the founding statesmen as economists, and the shifting pattern in the edu- 
cational field, up to the point where higher education took cognizance of science and 
economics and shuuldered responsibility to meld that pattern. The country had come 
full turn. The froundwork was laid for the modern state. 


January 10 


Augur, Helen PASSAGE TO GLORY Doubleday, Doran 
$3.00 

John Ledyard, American traveler and visionary, whose dreams outlived his 
times, is here drawn not for his achievements but for the inspiration he aroused. His 
personal argosy, from Croton, Connecticut, to rebellion at Dartmouth, his voyage with 
Capt. Cook on his last vain effort to find the Northwest Passage, his futile years 
trying to prove the importance of American settlement on the Pacific Coast ending in 
his long, poverty-stricken trip from London to Russia on foot. There in Irkutsk he 
was arrested, and when released was still determined to reach Nootka Sound. But he 
was forced to accept a commission to explore Africa instead. There he died. His 
story sathers pace and interest as his evil star and the temper of his times blasts 
his hopes ... A brilliant observer, a good anthropologist, a curious genius, Ledyard's 
history represents the cracking of the Colonial shell, a new trend in our life as a 
young nation. He fired Jefferson's expansion policies'- too late to share their suc- 
cess. Interpretative high-lighting, at times a shade too much guide-posting, this 
nevertheless contributes a striking picture of a wanderer whose life brought him the 


data - but not the acclaim ~ he wished. Il11'd with half tones, and map and sheets. 
Ciano, Count Galeazzo THE CIANO DIARIES Doubleday, Doran 
bee or 334.00 


A revealing view of the changing temper of Italian foreign policy as ex- 
posed by Mussolini's Foreign Minister (and son-in-law) in a diary completed while he 
awaited "liquidation" in jail. A book that informed readers will find absorbingly 
interesting, but that the general public will find difficult to read without fuller 
annotations than are likely. Names, historical references etc. assume a degree of 
intimate awareness of Italian affairs. The general effect is anti-German, anti- 
belligerent - the record runs from 1939 to 1943 and in the main it is a close-up of 
the leaders of the Axis world, of Mussolini's descent from dean of dictators to 
Hitler's snivelling henchmen. There are tidbits of gossip - frequent evidence of 
naivete - the rotting of the core of Fascism - and a belated condemnation on moral 
grounds of the Duce and his foreign policy, while defending xin¢g and Vatican. 


Horan, Kenneth FAPA WENT TO CONGRESS Doubleday, Doran 
bz OO 

This continues the family history launched in Remember the Day and Uh, . 
Promise Me - as the author recounts adventures in polities as her father campaigns on 
Eastmeadow, Michigan, for Congress ona platform of R.F.D., wins the election, and 
takes the fahily to washington. Kathie's brilliant ideas succeed in getting Mama 1in- 
to society, While Aunt Sophie achieves her ambition to know Susan B. Anthony piscrien oo 
Aunt Melony had designs on President Cleveland, and - when he becomes emis re to Miss 
Folsom - determines to outshine the bride at the wedding. A brief trip to Sure - 
and eventually a return home culminate in Aunt Melony's giving a party <e«- ee 
remember the earlier books you'll recognize again the repetitious pg vrctaaats 
archness, the adamant cuteness which combine to destroy what might be enjoyaoie re 


niscences. 
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January 10 


Millar, George WAITING IN THE NIGHT Doubleday, Doran 
3 $2.75 

An English newspaperman, Millar determined on a unique role, even though 
{t might end in “useful death". He trained in England as a Maquis, was dropped by 
parachute near Dijon as Captain Emile, worked under a young Frenchman already showing 
signs of nerves, head of the Besancon area. Hating the indoor hiding, he exchanged 
it for the less comfortable but freer conditions as he went to the hills to instruct 
two groups of Maquis, and there encountered thr picaresque and picturesque colonial, 
Boulaya. Dangerous days of sabotage and searches, of manoeuvers directed against 
of thefts, disguises, with Germans and Cossacks as double 
sources of subsistence and security. Lots of 
often ex- 


railway focal points, 
enemy, and the French villagers as 
color here - some of it a little high - for a full first person narrative, 


TY"3 
C1ltvinp 2 
January 97 





Cassirer, Ernest LANGUAGE AND MYTH Harper 
bz. 00 





This is the theory of language as developing from the myth-making phase 


of human mentality to the phase of local thought and the conception of facts. The 


on the earlier stages of language ~ stages still found in the 
from ancient myths and religions. A 





author concentrates 
modern idiom - illustrating with many examples 
slim volume which hardly does more than restate Plato and explain transformation in 
semantics to a people who need no support of complicated lo gic to understand how the 
has been added to our vocabulary .... Limited. 


I Knopf 


word "quisling" - for example - 
=" 9 MED Der ratrmnnn ' ae 
Bill, Alfred H. THE BELEAGUERED CITY | gm | 
Clifford Dowdey has done more than any other writer to give us the picture 
of life inside Richmond during the siege; Elswyth Thane wrote of it more briefly - 
Here is an amply documented record which gives inti- 
mate closeups of a proud city, briefly capital of the Confederacy, drawn from con- 
temporary newspapers, letters, diaries. Richmond - before and during the Civil War, 
her dandified army of Southern aristocrats, the glory and glamour of defending her 
honor ~--- and then the long decline of continued defeat, inflation, starva, ion, epi- 
demic, blockade. This is the spirit of a proud city which defied the Union to pre- 
serve her state rights. This is the story of a short-lived glory - and of the great 
figures that are among her immortals, particularly Lee and Stonewall Jackson - and 
later Lincoln as Southerners saw him after defeat. One could wish the author had 
molded his material into a more colorful, personal, The substance 
was there - but the life is not. 


both are novelists primarily. 


inspired document. 


Mellor, William B. Jr. PATTON: Fighting Man 18 Putnam 
$3.00 


A clear picture of a fighting man, who in spite of his years (he is 62) 
andihis wealth (he is supposedly the richest man in the Army) served his country self- 


lessly, as a great soldier, a great military leader, and a great general. He is a 


native son - but never a diplomat nor a stateman, and sometimes a swashbuckling char- 


acter out of Hollywood. If he could be known only through his achievements in the 
field of battle, Patton would go down as one of the great military leaders of all 
times. But he is known also for his words and actions as a man, and the slapping 
incident, the speech to the Sunday School children, the ill-timed comparison of Nazis 


to our own bickering political parties have made more impression on the uninformed 
( 


public than his military brilliance. This book should help correct that, as the au- 


thor tells his story, from early school days and ambition to be one thing ~ a general 


~ through West Point, camp and post experiences, first World War where he showed him- 


self.a great tank tactician. Then the years between the wars when he drove himself 
and his command so that when the need came his army was ready. Then the war record 
Afpica’, Sicily, France, Germany - camp#igns in which he will go down as a great 


soldier. 
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January 2? 


Flesch, Rudolf THE ART OF FLAIN TALK Harper 


$3600 2 


The how-t o-win-friends-—and-influence -pe ople of rhetoric inspired by an 
intrinsically worthless yardstick formule to measure readability. Flesch's chief ob- 
Ject is to be understood - and by a seventh Srade mentality. He discards Churchill's 
"blood, sweat and tears" speech as misleading because of its rhythm and Symbolism; he 
seriously admonishes his readers never to use metaphors without explaining them. As 
the epitome of perfection in his beloved chummy style, the author quotes from 71me and 
Westbrook Pegler. Incredibly poor literary taste - naive - superficial ~ this is a 
demonstration that the author practises what he preaches. He may find his audience in 
the eighth grade. 


The Inevitable End of the Season Crop of Latecomers. 


(Practically published) 


Gauthier, Louis BERNARD LAMOTTE American Studio Books 
381 Fourth Ave. N.Y.C. 
$2.50 
A French artist - resident in New York, but painting always French subjects, 


is known to the American art public through exhibits, through the Capehart and De Beers 
collections, and through his work as an illustrator (he did the pictures for Flight to 


Arras). Brief biography - and more extensive analysis of his methods of work that of his . 


contemporaries whose influence he acknowledges. I found most interesting of all the 
feeling one gets of seeing him at work as successive sketches, plotting of pictures and 
final paintings are shewn. Seven reproductions influll color - numerous in black and 
white and half tone. 


Abrahamsen, David MD MEN, MIND AND POWER Columbia University Press 
$2.00 

A semi-popularized, psychoanalytic profile of the German people, the dis- 
tortion of their natural character which has made Fascism possible, and which continues 
to jeopardize international security. Here are the traits which contribute to their 
personality unbalance; the preoccupation with personal status and rank; the paternal 
despotism in the home which leads to an abnormal dependence on authority in later years; 
the aggressiveness, the materialism. The second part analyses individual leading Fas- 
cists, - Hiter, whose deprived and lonely childhood led to a recriminatory maturity; 
Goetbels whose physical deformity led to emotional abnormality; the violent and unruly 
Goering; Himmler; Quisling; Laval, etc. And the solution - in theoretical terms is the 
remolding, reeducating of the Germans, and the restitution of their mental health. A 
not too professional presentation - and there have been several - and one questions 


what the present market will be. 


Stebbins, Lucy Poate & Richard Foate THE TROLLOPES Columbia University Press 
: 34.00 

Savory for the savants and absorbing readiné for the layman caught in the 

A family biography which concentrates on the writing Frances 

close attention to family 


* 


current Trollopean flow. e : ? 
Trollope, mother of Thomas Augustus and the famed Anthony; : 
fortunes, relationships, while bringing out details of each career and per- 
incidents, tragedies, high and low moments 
rust each one into writing, the response 
the full cycle of their lives. There 


problems, 
sonality in abundant fashion. There are the 


of their combined careers, the impulses that th 
of the critics and the public to their writings, 
is a sense of freshness since the half-forgotten 
by a mother and son ~ this story of a mother and her sons. 
lope (Anthony) is at peak; there's your market for this biography. 


Sadleir and Walpole books ....Written 
The enthusiasm for Trol- 
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WOLF Crown 
$1.00 
Frankly, I should have been inclined to pass this Johnnie Come Lately if 


I had not discovered - in a recent round cf bookshops near army camps - that the book, 
in its week since publication, practically melts off the tables. Personally, the car- 


Sansome, Sét. Leonard 


toons have seemed funnier when encountered - in recent years - individually, in vari- 
ous mediums, than they are when page follows page. However, the cumulative effect is 
assured - part of the training this army of ours has experienced - enhanced by the 


glamour of the uniform - is along the line of S E X. fFarticularly, the amenities of 


the fine art of pickup.... These cartoons ran in some 3000 post papers, a build up 


from 1942 to now. 


Didier 


Ford, Senator, Hershfield, Harry; CAN YOU TOP THIS? 
p2.50 


& Laurie, Joe Jr. 

Radio skit into book - always a gamble. But the extraordinary popularity 
of Bennett Cerf's two ventures into joke books makes one realize the potential market. 
Here are jokes ona lower level - "Clown Table" discussion of three famous wits. There 
there are brief warm up stories; there are 
checked by the Laugh Meter scores; and 


— a ee 


are "thumbnose" sketches of the principals; 
the cream of the jog in their top notchers, 
there are dialogues, on moot subjects. 


Berger, Elmer THE JEWISH DILEMMA Devin-Adair 
$3.00 


Here is the other side of the picture presented by Milton Steinberg's A 
Partisan Guide to the Jewish Problem (Bobbs-—Merrill - see report P. 238), for Rabbi 
for the assimilationist point of view, refutes Jewish secular national- 


Berger speaks 
He dismisses the 


alism in theory, and Zionism as an answer to the Jewish dilemma. 
confusion and myth which surrounds the Jew, proves that there is no such separate 
entity as a “Jewish people" - shows why the philosophy of Jewish nationalism is in- 


valid, and discusses the history of Zionism in more detail than I have seen it else- 


where, the ambiguity and argument from the Baifour Declaration to the more recent 
Paper. Rabbi Berger believes in free Jews in a free world, 





storm breeder, the White 
and integration; he shows how it has worked the recent Pascist-Nazi program reversed 


the process. He hopes it will work again. ... A viewpoint more pepresentative of the 


reenforced by historical fact, presented with direct 





average American Jews today, 
persuasion. 


ISTENT FACES Duell, Sloan &« Fearce 
$1.50 
Companion volume to Tie Lonely Ones, which since publication in '42 has 
been reprinted 12 times. This has more bite - more cynicism - but Steig is almost 
never cruel, which he might so easily be in these X-rays of humanities, oddities en- 


countered in the daily round. Each grotesque sketch conveys an impression, sometimes 
Here's a book for 


Steig, William PER: 


swiftly caught, sometimes symbolic, of a type, a quirk, a mood. 
those who are bothered by too much text. You don't have to read this. 


Leigh, Lt. Col. Rendolph 48 MILLION TONS TO EISENHOWER Infantry Journal 
$2.00 

In concrete terms, and with charts and statistics, this is the record of 
the Services of Supply, the story of large scale logistics. From D-Day on, this is+ 
how the requirements of the invasion operations were met and maintained, complicating 
factors of shipping and unloading and transportation, ports and railways and mainte- 
nance depots; the vital necessities, ~ food, ammunition, medicines, reenforcements, 
etc. amd how each was sustained. An overall resume - of military interest largely. 
And as‘ a record for the boys who were in this branch of the service - and their fami- 
lies - data now released by the war department -— formerly secret. ‘Illustrated with 
photographs. 














November 1, 1945 Non-fiction - 489 - 





Strachey, John SOCIALISM LOOKS FORWARD ’ Philosophical Library 
$2.00 

A famous Enflist economist oversimplifies the place of socialism in gng- 
land today. I think he could have been more concrete in his illustrations, and more 
profound in his main thesis - and he would have had a better book. One has the feel- 
ing that he is talking down to his readers - "elementary, my dear Watson" flavor, as 
he discusses in ABC terms the three classes of society, - those who work for wages, 
those who work for themselves because they haven't enough capital to hire others, and 
those who have the capital to pay others to do the work. ‘He uses round figures to 
arrive at the conclusion that 6% own 50% of the wealth - one tenth of Britain's popu- 
lation. War production has proved that the measure of peace production is limited 
only by the reluctance of capital to yield jot or tittle, to pay more than necessary. 
What keeps wages down - what capital gets out of it - and the human consequences. He 
grants that wage workers have more - through the pressure of Unions - than formerly, 
that living conditions are improved, but he shows that the amo,mt of wealth produced 
per worker does not mean profit to the worker. With an insufficient market at home - 







































with pressure exporting - imperialism - wars - the answer does not lie in high wages 
because they cut profit. Then he goes on to Part II - Socialism in the place ofa 
decadent economic system, the hows, whens, and whys - the answers to a few of the 


questions as to what a Socialist government in England would do in regard to private 
property, gradations of earning in relation to contribution, etc. There's meat here, 
but he doesn't go far enough, nor deep enough; he is satisfied that glib generalities 
will serve his purpose; he leaves many questions unanswered. And at no point can the 
reader determine when this book was written + or whether he is presenting the view- 
point of England's new government or some other phase of Socialism. 


Leighton, Alexander H. Lt. Com. THE GOVERNING OF MEN Princeton Univ. Press 


aay 


trl 
4 


63 


$3.75 

A psychiatrist and anthropologist looks at the Japanese Relocation Center 
at Boston - and draws a picture that makes us none too proud of our national attitudes 
on applied democracy. First - through bits and pieces forming together a cross sec- 
tion of happenings from Dec. 6th, itdl up to Spring 194% he gives one an inside pic- 
ture of how the Japanese-Americans reacted to the suspicion, hate and violence that 
came to the fore with Pearl Harbor and its aftermath. The picture he has given of the 
process of settling them in the center, of adjustments to stark conditions, of self- 
government under authority, not always wisely administered ~ all is given objectively, 
not sparing in criticism, unimpassioned, and, to be frank, colorless and lacking the 
human touches. The last third reassesses values, mistakes, etc. and draws conclusions. 


Wooton, Barbara FREEDOM UNDER PLANNING Univ. of N. Car. Press 
$2.00 

Charles Beard's comments on the jacket lead one to expect this to be an- 
other Road to Reaction (Piner's answer to Hayek - and an exciting book). It is not 
that - but it does serve a sober and useful purpose. It is a temperate and moderate 
assessment of kinds of planning, primarily economic and political; it is a statement 
of the dangers - and the advantages. The book is an English economist's survey and 
her examples and illustrations, her’"case work", is English, which to some extent 
limits its practical value here. However, it should allay some fears. 


Henderson, Harry B. & WORLD WAR II IN PICTURES World Publ. Co. 
Morris, Herman Cc. (2 vol. boxed) $ 


3) 
Photographic history of the war = some 1250 pictures selected 
r=) 


Biography ~ history - personalities - action pictures; the roots put down before the 
War as we know it in Ethiopia, Manchuria, Spain. Some of the pictures are superb - 
unforgettable; some are chronologically important - otherwise nondescript; there are 


occasional non sequiturs in arrangement, a few inaccuracies of statement. There's 
News value here - and challenge to all that it must not happen again. 
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FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Rey, H. A. LOOK FOR THE LETTERS Harper 
$2.00 


Attractive merchandise, keyed to the substantial market seeking gay 
picture books with an alphabet idea that's fresh and new. H. A. Rey has made a game 
of it, a game that children who know their letters will be acle to play with sign- 
boards and large scale lettering anywhere. (The fact that teaching the alphabet to 
pre-school children is frowned upon in modern educational circles is perhaps outside 
our province.) This is definitely a picture book with letters as integral parts of 
the pictures, - amusing, gay, postery type of pictures with lots of humor. (11/7) 


Rey, Margaret & H. A. SPOTTY Harper 
| $1.75 
* A delightful picture book for any age from three up. There's plain 
delight in story and pictures - and a moral if you want it. Spotty, a brown and 
white bunny in a peaceful white and pink warren suffers loneliness when his family 
label him queer. He leaves home and finds a comfortable, welcome place in a forest 

of spotted rabbits. He learns, to his surprise, that a lovely pink and white rabbit 
is as unhappy in this setting as he was in his, and their mutual difficulties are 
solved with dispatch and joy. This is a sure favorite - both for libraries and book- 
shop customers. Lively, irrepressibly spirited drawings in full color by H. A. Rey - 
text by Mrs. Rey. (11/7) 


Plowitz, Kurt MR. FINNY Ives Washburn 
$1.50 
Pleasant little tale, but not important - of a fish who simply wanted to 
get back into the water where he belonged, but who was kept out of it by the island 
people who found him on the beach. Small text - hand lettered - and sprawly pictures 
in two colors makes only moderately attractive merchandise. (10/25) 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Hall, William THE SHOELACE ROBIN - Crowell 
$1.00 


Learning how to lace shoes is one of the first serious hurdles of child- 
hood! Here a robin gives little Michael a lesson, with the help of Robert Lawson 
pictures, pictures in a new Lawson technique, but with his humor and imagination. 
This: strikes us as a much better book, fundamentally, than Hall's popular Watch The 
Pony Grow. There's a fairly sturdy heavy paper shoe fastened to the inside back 
cover which makes this a how-to-do-it book as well as a picture and read ae ep 


CLASSICS and INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Paimer, Robin SHIP'S DOG Grosset & Dunlap 
$.50 


Good dog-boy-sea story of a young son of a sea-captain who takes a stray 
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dog aboard ship and is eventually saved by the dog when he is trying to save the cat, 
the ship's mascot. Satisfactory story - good merchandise value at welcome price 
level. Pictures in color by Rafaello Busoni, 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


DeVoe, Ralph Brig. Gen. CALLING ALL DUCKS Crowell 
$1.00 


Midgie is happy until he finds out that he is being used as a call duck - 
a decoy to lure his relatives, the wild mallards, to their death. He works out a 
system of warning the flock and manages to teach his owner something about fair play. 
There's a certain amount of dramatic interest for small boys in the story, and the 
Nils Hogner pictures in brown and green have a decorative value. Better for reading 
aloud than self reading, as the type is fairly massed and rather thin. (Publ.) 


Didier 
$1.50 





Perrault, Charles FRENCH FAIRY TALES 
Illus. by Gustave pore 

Louis Untermeyer has chosen five of the classic Perrault tales for retell- 
ing, tales that combine his peculiar qualities, adventure, action, terror and laughter: 
~ Puss in Boots, Sleeping Beauty, Little Red Riding Hood, Hop-o'-my-Thumb,and The 
Fairy. The Dore’ drawings, we feel, are not appropriate for children who are condi- 
tioned to better work, but may have some nostalgic value for adults, who may have met 
them in old editions of Perrault. (Issued simultaneously in French. ) 








Horn Book 
$1.50 


A Serbian Folk Tale, retold, and issued in a gift book - stocking size 
format on Flemish Book laid paper, and a type page that gives an impression of a 
private press job; perishable binding, paper on board, white with a decorative 
sign in red. and lettering in green - definitely a Christmas item for the holiday 
trade. The story tells of a blind little outcast who worships the Christ Child 
despite the community's refusal to accept him as a church member ..,. Ruth Sawyer’s 
reputation with the library story tellers will give this book more library market 
appeal than it might have under another author's name. (Publ.) 


Sawyer, Ruth THIS IS THE CHRISTMAS 


de- 


Guterman, Norbert - Jrans, RUSSIAN FAIRY TALES Pantheon { 
$7.50 ; 

We wish we could see this as a successor to the beautiful Grimm of last 

season, but neither in text nor illustrations do we feel that it has equal appeal. 

The stories selected for inclusion are crude, fable-type stories, which contribute 

little or nothing to the folk flavor that would make it valuable as another facet on 

Russian background. An enormous number of these fables have been included, few of 

them having conspicuous distinction, 32 full page illustrations - decorations for 


chapter head and tail pieces - by Alexander Alexeieff. 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Holt 


Norling, Jo & Ernest POGO'S MINING TRIP 
$1.25 


Another in a popular series - boy and dog stories with more than a modi- 


cum of fact as background. This time John and Pogo investigate gold-mining and Pogo 
has some luck as a prospector. Some of the material seems a bit tough sledding for 


this age level - a fact that did not enter into its predecessors. Pleasant black and 


white illustrations with clear end-page diagrams of the mining process, (Publ.) 

Bradbury, Bianca THE ANTIQUE CAT Winston 4 
$2.00 

* A very entertaining story, which adults will like as well as children. In 


format ~ with pictures by Diana Thorne and Connie Moran, it looks like a picture book, 
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but there is a real story and an original one here. A disreputable alley cat wanders 
to the right side of the tracks and finds himself a home in an antique shop. All is 
well until he becomes jealous of a beguiling antique doll. But his method of re- 
venging himself on the doll results in her being sold - and the shop booming. Life is 
serene... And there's no morel - quite the reverse! Amusing and friendly tale. (Publ.) 
FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 
Gilbert, Miriam I WISH I WERE A GIRAFFE Island Press 





$1.50 
The publishers call this a "first book of verse", but we find it pedestri- 
an as to verse and utterly unappealing as to drawings. Perhaps Augusta M. Kelley has 


virtues in other fields of art - we wouldn't know. She certainly has no gift 
illustrating a book for children. The jacket is attractive - striking a note 
merchandise, though, in even a few days, we found it perishable and the board 


to buckle. Pretty dull book, with everyday subjects the basis for the verses. 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE g-12's 


Beéker, May Lamberton- Fd. YOUTH REPLIES. I CAN 


for 

of good 

began 
(Publ. ) 


Knopf 
32.00 


* Spirited, moving stories which nine and ten year olds will like and which 
will appeal to all their older brothers and sisters as well. Good family material, 
in true stories - somewhat fictionized in the telling_- of resistance, contributed by 
many distinguished authors, including Sigrid Undset, Pearl Buck, Jan Masaryk, and 
others. Fortitude and ingenuity of young patriots in lands where oppression ruled 


are the motivating facets of the stories. (11/3) 


Marais, Josef KOOS THE HOTTENTOT 


. ° as . : 7 
+ An unusual book with varied appeal. Marais is well known as a col 


Knopf 
$2.50 
lector 


of African folk song and story lore, and he has combined these arts in a charming 
collection of stories told by his old Hottentot nurse, Koos. Strange characters, warm 
gentle people, a new fantasy and a true folk quality will satisfy the child's need 

for fantasy and imaginative tales, and the adult reader who is interested in authen- 
tic folk material. Libraries - both public and school, may find it ofsmore permanent 
value than bookshops, but the extraordinary drawings by Henry Stalhut give it a 
definite merchandise value for the discriminating purchaser. One could wish for a 


more durable binding. (11/8) 
FACT POOKS FUR THE g-12's 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs FARM ANIMALS 


An uninspired but very useful book - of purely reference interest. 


ox ford 


33. 50 


Libraries abound in encyclopedic information about strange animals, but here is a book 
on the subject of all farm animals, for children wanting background information on 
breeds, appearance, habits, uses, etc. 4 H groups + rural community school libraries 
as well as other school and public libraries will find it factual, aecurate, compre- 
hensive - but a bit too academic in. treatment to strike an original note. Nils 

Hogner has made precise black and white drawings to supplement the text. Ample Table 
of Contents - careful classification - full cross index make it practical. The 

jacket is so gay and decoratiye that it gives the erroneous impression of a picture 


book for younger children. (Publ.) 
FOR THE 12-15 - Fiction 


Lavender, David MIKE MARONEY: —- Raider. Westminster Press 
True history, with some fictional characters, particularly Michael, who 
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played a dramatic part in the episode of a handful of Union soldiers who tried - and 
almost succeeded in stealing a supply train from the Confederacy in Tennessee, The 
Great Locomotive Chase is the classic account of this episode, which makes better 
background material than the fictional development which seems rather diffuse and 


long-winded. (Publ.) 


Seymour, Alta Halverson GALEWOOD CROSSING Westminster Press 
$2.00 

Good regional and background material of early Wisconsin, in a full and 
authentic story of life in a new settlement in a wild country early in the 19th 
century. The Galewoods left a comforable home in Ohio for western adventure; they 
encountered storms, hostile and friendly Indians, strange neighbors, and competition 
from a mad inventor on a cherished plan for a mill site. Tildy, the young beroine, 
and her lonely friend, Twanet, will appeal to readers in the early teens. ( Publ.) 


Karsavina, Jean REUNION IN POLAND Young World Books 
$1.85 
* An exciting novel of reconstruction in Poland today, hopefully slanted 


toward the benefits of cooperation with the new Folish government. When Ganda returns 
to her devastated homeland, she works wherever there is need, and when she can 
searches for her people. It is a symbolic book of the work that awaits refugees all 
over the world, with interesting material on the division of vast estates, on the 
difficulties of working within a politically restless organization, and the courage 
and strong patriotism of a people. Spirited, one-world-minded book, with drawings 


by Lynd Ward. (Publ. ) 
FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS. - Non-Fiction 


Novikoff, Alex CLIMBING OUR FAMILY TREE Young World Books 
$1.85 

A good idea whioh doesn't quite come off, in spite of attractive presenta- 
tion. The concept of evolution is certainly of vital interest, and the language is 
skillfully simplified without being written down. But unfortunately the author has 
not thought through the subject with sufficient clarity to make a logical, consecu- 
tive structure for the 9 to 12 year olds who might first be interested. So it is 
better to direct it to this older group. Possibly more drastic cutting would have 
sharpened it for it seems overburdened with detail. However, it is the best book for 
younger readers on this subject that we have seen. (we wonder, however, why only the 
male line is indicated on the family tree?) Adult help will be needed in presenting 
the. material and giving it full import. Attractive format, colorful illustrations 


by John English. (Fubl.) 
BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - Fiction 


Sutton, Margaret GAIL GARDNER: Juntor Cadet Nurse Dodd, Mead 
$2.00 
An intensive examination of the details of the nursing profession and its 
satisfactions. Gail Gardner, 18 year old junior cadet nurse, is followed through her 
training course in every department of a large hospital. A thin love interest and an 
ailing younger sister add a personal air to this largely factual career book. Some- 
what dull and overstuffed. (Fubl.) 


West, Jessamyn THE FRIENDLY PERSUASION Harcourt, , Brace 
$2.50 ( 
A very entertaining episodic story of Indiana Quakers, a generation ago - 
with the sort of family feeling that made Mama's. Bank Account a good book for all 
ages. There's delicious quiet tilting at windmills, as Jess and Eliza Birdwell, good 
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Quakers both, occasionally find ways to compromise with their consciences. There's 
wit and humor and pathos, and some spiritual values. (For full report see P. 458) 
(11/5) 












Don't overlook REUNION IN POLAND - on Page 444 - for this age group. 


































BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - Non-fiction 


Rieseberg, Lt. Harry &. TREASURE HUNTER Me Bride 

$3.00 
Sunken treasure and deep sea-diving - a miscellany of facts about treasure 

hunters - the history of diving from the days of Herodotus - a list of unsalvaged 

treasure - and best of all, though not enough of it, the author's own diving experi- 

ences. Here is the feel of the fantastic ocean floor - narrow escapes from sharks 

and octopus -— the joy of finding treasure. Boys will find this exciting armchair 

adventure. For full report, see F. 463. (11/<0) 


McCord, David - Ed. WHAT CHEER Coward, McCann 
b3.50 
An anthology of American and British verse which concentrates solely on 
the light touch, in which there is endless entertainment, wit and amusement. There 
are limericks, parodies, beautjful nonsense, by people known and unknown. Shakespeare, 
Herrick, Coleridge ~ Larner, FrA, Don Marquis - very pleasant companions. For full 
report, see P. 462. (11/20) 


Skidmore, Hobert Douglas MORES LIVES THAN ONE Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.90 
co For boys and men fascinated by flying, this is the testament of the air 
forces - their belief in the part they played. How the men of the administration and 


services kept the ships flying; how through their unspectacular but vital work they 
discovered many things for which they were fighting. This spans the change of pattern 
as the war developed. The GI's, the air men, the infantry, the bull dozers, the 
chaplains and medicos ~- a vista of the immensity of war and of non-combatants in the 


air forces who found some answers to what it was about. (For full report see P. 463) 

(11/22 ) 

Huie, William Bradford FROM OMAHA TO OXINAWA Dutton 
$2.75 


The story of the Seabees in the panoply of war - the men who fought with 
hammers, nails, girders and picks, and paid with sweat, toil, and life. This gives” 
a panorama of their monumental engineering feats on the Drdays at island after island. 
In many instances for the first time the author reveals details of the part the Sea- 
bees played in amphibious landings. There are flashes of earthy, raucous humor - and 
contagious enthusiasm. Follow up. of Can Do! which dealt with the Seabees in Normandy 
invasion. (For full report, see P. 465) (12/5) 


Henry J. Fred YOUR FUTURE IN AVIATION Prentice-Hall 
$3.00 
From the impetus of war production, to the post-war aviation picture as 

seen by air officials and experts, this discusses the possibility of jobs for return- 

ing veterans, as well as youngsters deciding on a career, jobs in relation to the 

whole field of aviation. Here are the opportunities in engineering, construction, 
& shop work, flight crews, ground teams, radar, in airport (municipal and private) ad- 

ministration, financing, in possible new business builders. Education for those jobs 
is discussed and these are informative appendices of airiines, schools, manufacturers. 
For full report see P. 464). (11/380) 








A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JANUARY 
FICTION 
































& CONTEMPORARY 

January 2 - Waugh, Evelyn BRIDESHEAD REVISITED (Little, Brown) 

January Book of the Month Club Selection$2.50 475 
January 8 — Petry, Ann THE STREET (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.50 528 
January 10 - Bellah, James W. WARD TWENTY (Doubleday, Doran) 2.00 477 
January 21 - Remarque, Erich M. ARCH OF TRIUMPH (Appleton-Century) Febru- 

ary Book of_the Month Club Selection 3.00 527 
January 24 - O'Donnell, Mary K. THOSE OTHER PEOPLE (Houghton, Mifflin 

February Literary Guild Selection 2.50 529 
January 28 - Nablo, James B. THE LONG NOVEMBER (Dutton) 2.50 544 


PERIOD, REGIONAL, HISTORICAL 


January 3 - Du Maurier, Daphne THE KING'S GENERAL (Doubleday, Doran 


January Literary Guild Selection 2.75 476 

January 15 - Seton, Anya THE TURQUOISE (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.50 529 
January 24 - Howard, Eliz. M. BEFORE THE SUN GOES DOWN (Doubleday, 

Doran) 2.75 496 

January 29 - Chapman, Hester I WILL BE GOOD (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.50 6529 

THRILLERS 

am January 10 ~ Coles, Manning THE FIFTH MAN (Doubleday, Doran) 2.00 499 

ey January 11 - Lawrence, Hilda” THE PAVILION (Simon & Schuster) 2.00 480 

January 21 - Armstrong, CharlotteTHE UNSUSPECTED (Coward, McCann) 2.00 480 

January 30 - Lockridge, F. & R. MURDER WITHIN MURDER (Lippincott) 2.00 546 


NON~+~FICTION 


NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL 






January 3 - Strong, Anna Louise I SAW THE NEW POLAND (Little, Brown) 2.50 4864 
January 9 — Dean, Vera M. THE FOUR CORNERSTONES OF PEACE 
(Whittlesey) 2.00 551 
January 24 - Gould, Randall CHINA IN THE SUN (Doubleday, Doran) 3.50 501 
January 31 - Karig, Burton & 
. Freeland BATTLE REPORT (Farrar & Rinehart) 3.50 9502 
January ?? - Cant, Gilbert THE GREAT PACIFIC VICTORY (John Day) 3.50 538 
BIOGRAPHY 
January 23 - Foster, Elizabeth THE ISLANDERS (Houghton, Mifflin) 3.00 537 
January 28 - Wilder, Margaret B. HURRY UP AND WAIT (whittlesey) 2.50 552 
January ?? - Clapper, Olive E. WASHINGTON TAPESTRY (Whittlesey) 2.75 538 







MISCELLANEOUS 


January 9 - Spock, Dr. Benjamin COMMON SENSE BOOK OF BABY AND CHILD CARE 
(Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
White, Stewart Ed. THE STARS ARE STILL THERE (Dutton) 
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January 26 





